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If enrolled on a course at a United Kingdom/Republic of Ireland (UK/ ROI) university or college and a student is required to study outside the UK/ROI as part of that course, a student can still apply for Student Finance. When a student identifies on their application that they intend to study abroad a form will be sent to the student, for their university or college to complete.
If study abroad is for the majority of a term, a student may be eligible for:
· a means-tested Travel Grant.
· a higher amount of Maintenance Loan (see table below)
Maintenance Loan
This table shows the maximum Maintenance Loan available for study abroad compared to the amounts for studying in the UK/ROI. The actual amount due depends on household income.
	Maintenance Loan

	
	Non-final year of course
	Final year of course

	Standard Lodgings Rate
	£8,352
	£7,731

	Abroad Rate (outside UK/ROI)
	£9,956
	£8,654



Travel Grant
If a student is from a disadvantaged background with household income less than £25,000 they may be eligible for help with travel costs from the Turing/Taith scheme. Please contact your Study Abroad Tutor at the University for further advice on this scheme.
 
Eligible students can apply to Student Finance NI to top up travel funding if the Turing/Taith scheme does not meet the full costs of travel expenses incurred. For example if the travel is more expensive than the amount provided by the Turing/Taith scheme, students can apply to Student Finance NI to cover the additional costs. Travel claimed should not exceed the actual reasonable travel costs incurred.

The Student Finance NI Travel Grant is means tested on household income. This Travel Grant covers the cost of all necessary qualifying travel less any amounts paid by the Turing/Taith scheme and £309 which will be deducted from the total travel claim. Eligible students can also claim for other incidental costs such as visas, vaccinations and medical insurance which are not means tested.

Students who receive financial help for travel costs from the Turing/Taith scheme cannot get a payment for the same travel expense from both the Student Finance NI Travel Grant and the Turing/Taith scheme. 

For more details, please refer to www.studentfinanceni.co.uk.
Some background information on studying part of your UK/ROI course overseas can be found on the NI Direct website:
www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/spending-part-your-degree-course-abroad.

Studying for a degree at an overseas university
If a student decides to study a complete degree course at a university outside the UK/ROI, they will not be able to get any support from Student Finance NI. Tuition fees could be higher or lower than in the UK/ROI and in some countries, there are no tuition fees at all. Living costs are lower in many countries around the world – so research before committing to anything is crucial.
Some additional information is available on the NI Direct website:
www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/studying-overseas-university.
Funding a complete degree in a European Union country (excluding the UK/ROI)
To determine whether a student is eligible for financial support, they should apply to the funding agency in the country where they intend to study, as well as asking their proposed university or college for further information.
Information about financial support in European Union (EU) countries can be found on the ‘Your Europe’ website:
europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/education/index_en.htm.
The GOV.UK website contains information for UK nationals living in the EU/ EEA and the Withdrawal Agreement:
www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-europe#ireland
The GOV.UK website contains specific advice and information on living in each EU Member state on a country-by-country basis - this includes advice on working and studying in each country:

www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-europe


The GOV.UK website contains information on how Common Travel Area arrangements continue post EU Exit. 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-travel-area-guidance
Funding a complete degree in the ROI
The ROI Government has indicated that in academic year 2026/27, UK nationals will remain eligible to be charged the lower contribution charge of €2,500.
NI students studying approved courses in the ROI will be charged the lower contribution charge of €2,500 and remain eligible for the €2,500 Contribution Charge loan and maintenance support.
Other sources of funding – grants and scholarships
Some UK charities and educational trusts give grants for overseas study. Some overseas bodies also award scholarships and these tend to be extremely competitive.
UKCISA:	advice for UK students studying abroad  www.ukcisa.org.uk.
GOV.UK:	for advice on travelling abroad  www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice.
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