
 
Funding for Study Abroad 2018/19 
 
 
If you are enrolled on a course at a UK / ROI University or College and are 
required to study outside the UK / ROI as part of that course, you can still 
apply for Student Finance. When you identify on your application form that 
you intend studying abroad a form will be sent to you for your University or 
College to complete.  
 
If your study abroad is for the majority of a term you may be eligible for: 
 

o a travel grant 
 

o a higher amount of Maintenance Loan (see table below) 
 
 
Maintenance Loan 
 
This table shows the maximum Maintenance Loan available if you are 
studying abroad compared to the amounts for studying in the UK/ROI. The 
actual amount you will get depends on your household income. 
 

Maintenance Loan 
 
 Non-final year of course Final year of course 
 

Standard Lodgings Rate 
 

£4,840 £4,480 
 

Abroad Rate (outside UK/ROI) 
 

£5,770 £5,015 

 
 
Travel Grant 
 
The travel grant is means tested on household income. The travel grant 
covers the cost of all necessary qualifying travel less £309 which will be 
deducted from your total travel claim. You can also claim for other incidental 
costs such as visas, vaccinations and medical insurance which are not means 
tested. 
 
For more details please refer to the information sheet about the Travel Grant.  
 
 
Studying for a degree at an overseas university 
 



If you decide to study a complete/full degree course at a university outside the 
UK/ROI, you will not be able to get any support from Student Finance NI. You 
could find studying abroad more expensive – or less expensive – than  
 
studying in the UK/ROI. Tuition fees could be higher or lower than in the 
UK/ROI, and in some countries there are no tuition fees at all. Living costs are 
lower in many countries around the world – so research before committing to 
anything is crucial. 
 
 
Funding a complete/full degree in an EU country (outside the UK/ROI) 
 
To determine whether you are eligible for financial support, you should apply to 
the funding agency in the country where you intend to study, as well as asking 
the university or college you are interested in for further information.  
Information about financial support in EU countries can be found on the 
‘Your Europe’ website:  
http://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/education/index_en.htm. 
 
UK/ROI citizens have the right, subject to certain conditions, to study or work 
in another EU country. They also have the right to be treated equally with 
domestic students in terms of the course fees they pay. This may not be the 
case with Maintenance Grants, loans or other help with living costs. 
 
 
Other sources of funding – grants and scholarships 
 
Some UK charities and educational trusts give grants for overseas study. 
Some overseas bodies also award scholarships and these tend to be very 
competitive.  
 
UKCISA: advice for UK students studying abroad   www.ukcisa.org.uk 
 
www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice for advice on travelling abroad 

http://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/education/index_en.htm
http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice

